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Young man is happy to sell his artwork to buy Broadway show
tickets for others who also have developmental disabilities.
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Al Hawnly, 20, wite boves Broadway musdicals so much that he has a bedreom inspired by the Brosdway stage, has
made & second passion of shariag thal lave with odhers, Wsing mondey Be sares from tho sale of s am, he bays ikels 1a
Broadway shows a1 lhe Overture Center Tor other students with devebopmantal disabilities.,

LIFTING HEARTS
BY SHARING HIS ]OY

GAYLE WORLAND
gworkhd Gmalsoncoem, S08-552-4158

Alex Hauntys dream i o play
the role of the Beast In the Brosd-
way show “Beanty and the Beast™

But for now, he'll settle for bring-
ing beauty b his friends,

For more than bwo vears, Haunly,
21, has raised money through his
cwn artwark to buy tickels for
chudents with dissbilities to see
Broadway shows al the Overture
Lenter, Despite his own Coginitive
disabilities, Hounty holds three

jobes, attends a program at Edge-
wood College and with the help
of family has ereated his own Alex
Haunty Theatre Arts Pond.

“1 like ko Dless people and make
them happy” Haunty esplanegd,

painting to the painlings he makes

in “whimsical colors™ to sell as
primbs and gréeting cands.

Al like them to feel spired)
Hamnty said, “That’s why my web-
site ks “Insplring Art by Alex™

Floaws wee TICKET, Pago A7
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PFainibrushes and artwork by Abex
Haunty in the 21-pear-odds siudio
greated o him inhis parsns”
iddieton home.
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Since he was very
young, creating
art has sarved 25
a form of therapy
for Haunty, who
creates paindings
in a st in

his pareris'
Kidelatan hame

and then selis
them online amd
at local ant shiows.,
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[ 2011, Haunty bought thckets
for 40 students and caregivers to
“Beauty and the Beast” at Ower-
ture. Last spring, he hosted &0
for “Mary Poppins ™ This month,
he’s ivited 35 to “Bister Act.

His generasity has made him a
legend in the grovp sales office at
Overture, said group sales man-
ager Heather Harris.

“Alex 15 a really amazing pec-
s she said. “He has this bright
perzonality and is super-enthu-
siastic abowut everything ™

When Owerlure arranged for
him to mest the lead actor who
played Bert in “Mary Poppins®
backstage after the show, “1 think
Alex mspired the actor more than
thie other way around ” <he sald.

The arts have always opened
paths for Haumty, said his
mother, blary Beth. At age 4, he
welghed only 19 pounds and was
just starting to bearn to walk. He
wotldn ™t begin to talk for several
meare vears. Though he displaged
bebaviors of the aulism spec-
trumm, young Alex newver recelved
a =zpecific diagnesis of auntism
because of his ability to ntensely
connect with people, his mother

sabd. His family and his theraplsts
worked around - the- clock to fos-
ter his commumbeation skills —
angd fonnd] that creating art was
key,

Al age 9, Alex began making
pottery at Cathy Ostrom® for-
mer Middletom studia, The Art
Boatt,

In middle school and hich
schood he branched mto theater,
jolmed chores and sang a senjor
tecital, Ostrom heard Lhat per-
formance and urged Haunty to
get hack info art.

She limied up his first ark show
at  Middleton™s Prairie  Café,
and Haunty dscovered that his
paintings could sell.

It was an astonishing feat for
Hammty's family, who knew just
Iorw far he had come, In his early
vesirs, his “severe sensory defen-
siveness” made sound, touch and
light painful.

"Hiz sensory  defensiveness
muade it difficult for him te eat,
to walk, to speak)" his mother
recalled. "He wasn®t able to draw
a square or a circle at his screen-
ifg Lests when he was young, The
idea of him being anartist I'wonld
have not imagined at that tme”

So when as a teenager he pre-
santed her with his first paint-
ing, & vibrant vellow focal titled
“Flowerworks)” “it was like a
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window into his feelings” his
mother =aid, “It overwhelmed
me with gratefulness and helped
me s even more the creativity
that was inside my son”

In 2011, Haunty won a cash
award from Zhkeman Corp, for his
imralvernant with the Best Bud-
dies friendship program atl Mid-
dleton High Schonl. Best Buddies
pairs students with intellectnal
amnl developmental disabilities
wilh other students. Haunly
spent his award earnings to treat
the group to “Besuty and the
Beast."

Thesa days he has part-time
jobs at alaw office, a sclence firm,
ard at ArtWorking in hadison, a
studio for adult artksts with cog-
nitive dizabilities. He's enrciled
in Cutting Edge, Edgewood's col -
lege program for stndents with
intellectual developmental dis-
abilities, And he markets greet-
ing cards and prints with his art
online at ingpiringartbyalescom.

Selling arl as a “micra-enter-
prise” is not unosval for Art-
“Weorking  artists, said Chris
Hindle, an artlst mentoe at
ArtWorking.

"But the level of (Haumty's)
philanthropy s pretty anbque”
Hindle said, “He lowes the idea of
making the money and turning it
aronmnd b help others"
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